Pathogenesis, prevention, and treatment of lactational insufficiency in sows.
Lactational insufficiency is one of the major problems in swine production, and the consequences on the growth of the litter must be emphasized. Pathophysiology involves neuroendocrinologic interactions and the role of target organs such as the mammary glands, uterus, bladder, and gut. The complexity of these interactions and the fact that all interactions are not well understood leads to a broad approach. Some risk factors and their associations with lactational insufficiency are described to help the practitioner in the clinical approach to such a problem.